
 

When the Spirit Falls 
ACTS 2:1-41 
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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

• Why did the supernatural sound like the violent rushing wind and supernatural presence 
of fire accompany the coming of the Holy Spirit? What did these signs symbolize? 

• Describe the miraculous gift of languages the believers received when they were filled 

with the Holy Spirit on this day. Why is it important for believers to have a right 
understanding of this gift and its purpose? 

• Describe your reaction to Peter’s sermon. 

• Why did Peter use Joel’s prophecy of the coming of the Holy Spirit and the Day of the 
Lord (Joel 2:28-32) in Acts 2:17-21 to set the stage for the proclamation of the gospel in 

Acts 2:22-36?  

• How did Peter use Psalm 16:8-11 and Psalm 110:1 to tailor the gospel to his Jewish 
audience? Is this something we should do with unbelievers who are unfamiliar with the 
Bible? Why or why not?   

• Why was it important for Peter to confirm Jesus’ identity as the Messiah? 

• Compare the crowd’s reaction to the miraculous gift of speech in Acts 2:5-13 with their 

response to Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:37-41. What does this tell us about the work of the 
Holy Spirit? 

• Is there anything significant about the order of the instructions Peter gives Acts 2:38? 

• What does this passage teach us about baptism? What is its purpose, who is it for, and is 
it supposed to be accompanied by miraculous signs? 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Research the Pentecost festival in the Old Testament. What did you learn that enhances your 
understanding of this event in our New Testament passage? 


